Using Prompts to Initiate Behavior by Clark, Jenna L. et al.
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
Applied Behavior Analysis (SPED 432) and
Intervention Strategies for Literacy (SPED 431) Special Education, School of Teacher Education
12-1-2012
Using Prompts to Initiate Behavior
Jenna L. Clark
Western Kentucky University, jenna.clark314@topper.wku.edu
Megan R. Lechner
Western Kentucky University, megan.lechner442@topper.wku.edu
Kelsea Simmons
Western Kentucky University, kelsea.simmons789@topper.wku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/appliedbehavior
Part of the Special Education and Teaching Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in Applied Behavior Analysis (SPED
432) and Intervention Strategies for Literacy (SPED 431) by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact
connie.foster@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
Clark, Jenna L.; Lechner, Megan R.; and Simmons, Kelsea, "Using Prompts to Initiate Behavior" (2012). Applied Behavior Analysis
(SPED 432) and Intervention Strategies for Literacy (SPED 431). Paper 4.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/appliedbehavior/4
Authors: Jenna Clark [jenna.clark314@topper.wku.edu] 
Megan Lechner [megan.lechner442@topper.wku.edu] 
Kelsea Simmons [kelsea.simmons789@topper.wku.edu] 
 
Faculty Advisor: Wanda G. Chandler, Ed.D. [wanda.chandler@wku.edu] 
 
Affiliation: Western Kentucky University 
 
Title: Using Prompts to Initiate Behavior  
 
Date: December 6, 2012 
 
Key words: Prompt, behaviors, reinforce, initiate, response, and perform 
 
Abstract 
Using prompts to initiate behavior seems to be effective when employed as a component of a 
classroom behavior management system. Prompts can remind or guide an individual to perform a 
desired behavior. In the research, there are 7 different types of prompts, as well as 6 rules to 
follow when administering prompts. The seven different types of prompts are: 1) verbal, 2) 
written, 3) material, 4) imitative, 5) physical, 6) pictorial, and 7) gestural. The six rules are: 1) 
timing is everything, 2) select a location that facilitates good timing, 3) prompts should be 
specific, 4) the prompt should guide the behavior, 5) prompts should remind people of 
consequences, and 6) reinforce responding to the prompt. For the poster session we provided a 
scenario displaying a written prompt in the classroom setting. The research recommends using 
the system of least prompts. Using prompts in a classroom seems to improve appropriate 
behaviors and desired responses.  
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